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an important part, especially in_the buffalo sacrifices,
is taken by the iliias and Madigas.1
A Mddigd nearly always kills the buffalo and
performs the unpleasant ceremonies connected with
the sprinkling of the blood, and there are certain
families among the Mates, called Asadis, who are the
nearest approach to a priestly caste in connexion with
the village deities. They have the hereditary right to
assist at the sacrifices, to chant the praises of the
goddess while the sacrifices are being offered, and
to perform certain ceremonies. But in the more
primitive villages, where, it may be presumed, pri-
mitive crjstoras prevail, it is remarkable how great
a variety of people take an official part in the worship:
the potter, the carpenter, the toddy-drawer, the
washerman, Malas and iladigas, and even the Brah-
man Karnam or village accountant, have all their
parts to play.
In the Tamil country this is not so marked, and
the details o! the worship are left far more to the
regular pujari. It is noticeable that the office of pujarl
is by no means an honourable one, and this is especially
the case among the Tamils, where Brahman influence is
strong and the shedding of blood is regarded with
aversion. And even among the Brahmans themselves,
though they owe their infiuence to the fact that they are
the priestly caste, the men who serve the temples are
regarded as having a lower position in the caste than
those Brahmans engaged in secular pursuits.
Among the Canarese in the Bellary district the
Asadis take a similar part in the worship to the Asadis
in the Telugu country. In the whole of the Bellary
district there are about sixty families of them living in
three separate villages. They form practically a
separate caste or section of the Outcastes. They eat
food given them by the Madigas and take their girls in
marriage. The Asadi girls, however, never marry, but
* The Malas and Madigas are the chief groups of Outcastes
in the Telngu country.